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Today we looked at 600+ year-old book from Korea that has a slain. We're using SCIENCE to help the 
conservator figure out what the slain is. and if it's damaging Ihe paper more than il already has. so she 
can treat it and house it safely. It's beautiful and soft and makes the best lissuey sounds when we turn the 
pages. 
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printed docks, manuscripts, ana ruDDings, inauamg numerous 
examples of early movable-type printing, some dating as early as the 

seventeenth century. Aside from its artifactual significance, the 

collection is a valuable resource for the study of the political and legal 

institutions of Yi dynasty Korea. The C. V. Starr East Asian Library at 

the University of California, Berkeley possesses other Korean rare 

materials. In all, the Starr's rare Korean holdings total some 2,400 titles 

in approximately 1.2 million pages. The Asami Collection and Korean 

Rare Books project was launched by the C. V. Starr East Asian Library 

and the Institute of Korean Culture, Korea University . Texts and images 

were scanned by Internet Archive and put online by David Rumsey . 
Please direct all comments, suggestions, and queries to the C. V. Starr 
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The Asami collection of classical Korean literature is comprised of 

printed books, manuscripts, and rubbings, including numerous 

examples of early movable-type printing, some dating as early as the 

seventeenth century. Aside from its artifactual significance, the 

collection is a valuable resource for the study of the political and legal 

institutions of Yi dynasty Korea. The C. V. Starr East Asian Library at 

the University of California, Berkeley possesses other Korean rare 

materials. In all, the Starr's rare Korean holdings total some 2,400 titles 

in approximately 1.2 million pages. The Asami Collection and Korean 

Rare Books project was launched by the C. V. Starr East Asian Library 

and the Institute of Korean Culture, Korea University . Texts and images 

were scanned by Internet Archive and put online by David Rumsey . 

Please direct all comments, suggestions, and queries to the C. V. Starr 

East Asian Library at eal@library.berkeley.edu. 

Copyright Information 

The Asami collection and all Korean rare holdings at the Starr Library 

are copyrighted by the Regents of the University of California on behalf 

of the C. V. Starr East Asian Library, 2009, all rights reserved. Images 

may not be reproduced without permission. 

Contact the Starr Library at eal@library.berkeley.edu. 
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Just a followup (this time with screenshots) on the OCR test on the Korean books collection from Cal's East Asian Library. 

Test book: 

http : //www, archive .org/details/ Imrean demo QQ test 

We tried Abby 9 OCR on this page: 

http : //www, us .archive .org/GnuBook/ ?id~korean_demo_CC_testir-'- 

A screer.shot of the results is attached. (Robert is interested in these for presentations so folks understand the contours of the current technology. ) 

The Korean book, like others in this collection of 13CCs-to-mid 19GGs Korean books, is in Classical Chinese, then the 'lingua franca" for scholars in t 
region . 

We can expect many Of these types of books to be not movable type, but pages carved as a whole. Chis particular instance seems to be handwritten. 

The Abby 9 OCR results are then predictably abysmal. Correctly recognized 6 of about 170 total (handwritten) characters on the page. 

The two attached screenshots show (1) the results of the page recognition, and (2) the results of the page recognition with correctly recognized 
characters circled. 

The curator of the Korean books special collection notes there is a Korean 3CR package available for purchase (if we ever start doing Korean books that 
are in Korean) . 

Anna 



Anna Naruta, PhD 

Collections Manager 

Internet Archive archive . org 

Archive . org' s projects include 
Oper.Library . org 

member of 
OpenContentAlliance .org 



in The Economist 2CC9 March: 

ht t p : / / v; ww . c c c .torn i s t . c or, / sclc-c e / t q/ di sp 1 a y s t or y . c f m? s t o r y_i d 1317 4 "i 5 5 5 t s r c r s s 

launch with Sun: 

http : //www. sun ■ com/ featured-articles/2Q0 9-0325 /feature/ index ■ jsp 

Presidio of San Francisco 
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San Francisco, CA 94129 
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